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THE PREVENTION OF DIFFICULT LABOUR.
SIR,-Having read the valuable paper by Dr. Herman

Ion the above subject, I am tempted to notice one or
two points. Under the heading "Post-partum Haemor-
rhage" Dr. Herman says: "TThe prevention of post-
partum haemorrhage depends on two things: (1) upon
the avoiding of extraction when the uterus is not act-
ing, and (2) upon the careful emptying of the uterus." I
and many others have seen post-partum haemorrhage
where this advice had been most carefully followed, and
the pressure by hand over uterus (the Dublin plan of ex-
pression), commonly called Cred6's, has been found too
valuable to be relinquished even niow by Dr. Herman's
advice. Who ever heard of compressing the uterus and
tying the funis at the same time? The latter act being as
a rule left to the nurse.

If "the uterus will do its own work," what need for
doctor or nurse ?

Of course, if, as Dr. Herman says, " the uterus icill do
its own work if allozwed to" (italics mine. What about pas-
sive haemorrhage from inertia ?), how can any portion of
placenta or membranes be left to keep up the haemor-
rhage? and no direction given for the removal of such?
which is another cause of post-partum haemorrhage if left
behind. When the uterus fails "to do its own work" it
becomes one cause at least of puerperal septicaemia.-I
am, etc.,
London, W., June 30th. ALEXANDER DUKE.

OBITUARY,
JOHN HENRY BRIDGES, B.A.., MI.B.OXON.,

F.R.C.P.LOND.,
LATE MEDICAL INSPECTOR, LOCAL GOVERNMIENT BOARD, ENGLAND.

JOHN HENRY BRIDGES, who died at Tunbridge Wells on
June 15th, at the age of 73, was a man miiore remarkable
for his character and attainments than for his achieve-
ments; he was content to spend the greater part of his
life as a medical inspector of the Local Government Board
for the metropolitan area, but his literary eminence was
recognized by a small and distinguished body of
friends.
He was the son of the Rev. Charles Bridges, and was

born at Old Newton, Suffolk, on October 11th, 1832. He
was sent to Rugby, then under Tait, and afterwards to
Wadham College, Oxford. At Wadham he came under the
influence of Dr. Congreve, then the leading exponent in
this country of the Positivist or humanitarian philosophy
of Auguste Comte. Among his contemporaries there were
Frederick Harrison, Edward Spencer Beesly, afterwards
professor of history in University College, and Vernon
Lushington. The friendships then formed always afterwards
persisted, and the friends have for more than a generation
represented the influence of Positivism in this country.
Bridges was elected a Fellow of Oriel in 1855, and,
resolving to follow the profession of Medicine, he took the
degree of M.B.Oxon. in 1859 and became M.R.C.S.Eng.
in 1860; in that year he resigned his Fellowship and
settled in Bradford, where he became Physician to the
infirmary. He became a Fellow of the Royal College of
Physicians in 1867, and in 1869 accepted the office of
Medical Inspector under the Local Government Board in
the metropolitan district, in succession to Dr. Markham,
at one time editor of this JOURNAL. The period covered
by Dr. Bridges's work in the metropolis was one of great
importance and many new departures; it fell to his lot to
guide the practical application of the legislation of 1867
(Metropolitan Poor Act), by which the Metropolitan
Asylums Board was established, and on his retire-
ment in 1892 the President of the Local Government
Board nominated him to be a Manager of the Metro-
politan Asylums Board. He gave up this position in 1897
to devote himself to literary work, to which he had always
devoted much of his leisure. In 1865 he issued a transla-
tion of Comte's General View of Positivism, and in the fol-
lowing year published a historical work on France under
Richelieu and Colbert. In 1875 he co-operated with Mr.
Frederick Harrison in a translation of Comte's Positive
Polity, and was one of the contributors to the Newv Calendar
of Great Men and to a volume oii International Policy.
After his retirement he published aii editioni of the Opus

Majus of Roger Bacon with a prefatory7 essay on the
history of science, containing an ana]ysis of Bacon's work.
Certain errors, due probably to the editor's failing eye-
sight, were discovered in the text of the Opus Majus as
printed by Dr. Bridges, who at once set himself to work
to revise the text, a task whiclh he accomplished with
expert assistance.

Dr. Bridges was a charming companion and conversa-
tionalist, and those who worked with him will always
honour his sincerity. His health had failed for some
months past, but the end came suddenly and pain-
lessly.

WILLIAM BATES RAMSDEN, B.Sc., M.B., B.CH.,
LECTURER OF SANITARY CHEMISTRY, UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER.

By the untimely and sudden death of William Bates
Ramsden on June 29th, the University of AManchester has
been deprived of the services of one who promised to
enhance the reputation of the Manchester School by his
researches in sanitary chemistry. He had prepared
himself for a specially useful career by taking successively
complete courses in chemistry and in medicine. In 1897
he obtained a first class in the final B.Sc. Examination
in the Honours School of Chemistry, and in 1903 he
passed the examination for the degree of M.B., Ch.B. of
the Manchester University.
For more than three years he had given considerable

attention to the application of chemistry to hygiene, and
was appointed in 1904 Research Fellow in Sanitary
Chemistry at the Public Health Laboratory. In 1905 he
succeeded Mr. D. L. Chapman, who for the previous three
years had occupied with marked success the post of
Lecturer in Sanitary Chemistry. Dr. Ramsden had for the
last year been specially engaged in researches on foods,
preservatives, and adulterants. This work was already
yielding results of great practical importance. A short
accounlt of his new methods of estimating formaldehyde
appeared in the Memoirs and Proceedings of the Manchester
Literary and Philosophical Society, vol. xlix, No. 16, 1905,
and in the Archives of the Public Health Laboratory, vol. i.
It is hoped that the notes he has left of his larger work on
the subject of formaldehyde in milk will be sufficiently
complete to allow of their publication.

Dr. Ramsden was in his thirtieth year. He had just
been speaking to two members of his class when he
suddenly fell dead from failure of the heart. He was an
inspiring and succcessful teacher, and his death is deeply
regretted by all his colleagues and pupils.

JOHN WINTER DRYLAND, M.R.O.S., L.S.A., J.P.,
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR KE¶TEI?ING.

DR. J. W. DRYLAND of Kettering died on June 24th, at the
age of 73. He had been out of health for several months
and more or less decidedly ill for some weeks, but the
end came suddenly. Born in Newbury in 1833, Dr.
Dryland received his general education at Totteridge and
in Paris, but turned early to medicine. Its study he
began at Brighton, continuing it at Guy's Hospital, and
becoming M.R.C.S.Eng. and L.S.A.Lond. in 1855. After the
lapse of some two years, part of which he spent as house-
surgeon at Reading Hospital, he was taken into partner-
ship by the late Mr. Wyman of Kettering, and in 1858
succeeded to the whole of his practice. In the following
year he received the first of the many appointments
which subsequently he came to hold under various
local autlhorities. The Union of Kettering, as Medical
Officer of its Workhouse, of one of its districts, and as
public vaccinator, he served for some forty-six years.
He was instrumental in introducing many improvements
in the medical work of the district, and in getting the
whole workhouse and its nursing system recast; later oIn
he induced the guardians to arrange special accommoda-
tion for cases of phthisis and for their treatment according
to modern views. To the post of Medical Officer of Health
he was appointed in 1872, and in the same year received
from the guardians a silver cup in acknowledgement of
the services which he had rendered to the district during
a severe outbreak of small-pox. Other professional
appointments which lie held were those of Medical
Officer to the Hospital for Infectious Diseases, the estab-
lishment of which was largely due to his energy, to the
Midland Railway Company, the Post Office, the Fire


